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Mulroney Petitions to Join OAS 


ONE MORE NAIL IN THE 
GROSS OF COMPLICITY 





Organization predicts that 

eleven million third world chil- 
dren will die in 1989 of diseases which 
could be cured for a few dollars each. 
Although the newspaper report on this 
stated that the children would die 
“simply because rich nations are 
unwilling to save them,” (Toronto Star 
15-10-89 pH3), the responsibility of 
the USA and its allies far exceeds 
mere indifference. 


T he president of the World Health 








Murder in Morocco 


In the Moroccoan jails of Oudja and 
Asafi, two groups of political prisoners 
are on ahunger strike of undetermined 
length. This brings the number of 
Moroccan jails participating in the 
hunger strike to four. 

The hunger strikers demand the 
right to visits from family, friends and 
the media. They demand the right to 
continue their studies (most of them 
belong to a radical student union, 
UNEM). They also demand medical 





attention, recognition of their status 
as politcal prisoners, and an end to 
the inhumane conditions in the Mo- 
roccan jails. 

In Morocco, king Hussein Ii doesn’t 
recognize the status of political pris- 
oners. Yet there are several hundred 
people imprisonned for their political 
activities. They are perceived as a 
threat to state security and are kept 
locked up with the heavy criminals. 

(continued on page 2) 








The money which could be used to 
save these children is instead being 
sent to the industrial nations as inter- 
est payments on third world countries’ 
so-called debt. Most of these third 
world countries are ruled by elites who 
used the original loans to benefit the 
upper classes, and maintain police 
states armed by the USA to keep the 
deprived masses in line. If we assume 
that an equal number of adults will die 
in 1989 from either malnutrition or 


“violence resulting from third world lib- 


eration wars, the USA and its allies will 
have killed more people in this one 
year than the Nazis killed throughout 
World War Two, assuming that we 
hold them responsible for all 20 million 
deaths. 

Mulroney’s application for Cana- 
dian membership in the Organization 
of American States drives one more 
nail into the cross of complicity which 
Canadians must bear for this truly 
appalling massacre. The OAS is not a 
Latin American organization, but. 
rather one dominated by the USA and 
used as a front for its own interests. It 


(continued on page 2) 


ECOMEDIA TORONTO BULLETIN #63, OCTOBER 31 TO NOVEMBER 13, 1989 


CANADIAN COMPLICITY 


has generally supported U.S. policy in 
Latin America, an example being the 
expulsion of Cuba and the trade 
embargo which its members placed 
against Cuba between 1964 and 
1975. In 1965, an OAS force including 
troops from the USA and six of its 
satellites invaded the Dominican 
Republic, to prevent the people from 
‘e-instating a democratic government 
which had been ousted by a U.S.- 
planned military coup in the previous 
year. As a member of the OAS, Can- 
ada will be under increased pressure 
to endorse such policies. 

Few of the Latin American govern- 
ments which kowtow to U.S. policies 
in the OAS and elsewhere would last a 
month in office without U.S. interven- 
tion in their countries. These govern- 
ments represent elitist ruling classes 
which systematically murder and 
starve their populations to enrich 
themselves and the multinationals. In 
The Real Terror Network (Black Rose, 
1982), Edward Herman documents 





U.S. military, police and economic 
aid to fourteen Latin American coun- 
tries in which dissidents are routinely 
imprisoned and tortured, along with 
their children, while a large propor- 
tion of the population is kept in ex- 
treme economic deprivation. 

In these countries over 90,000 
people had “disappeared,” many 
times this number had been tortured 
and over a million had been turned 
into international refugees. And un- 
told numbers were simply murdered; 
in one area of Nicaragua alone, for 
instance, government forces killed 
600 peasants shortly before So- 
moza’s overthrow (for which the USA 
has been punishing Nicaragua ever 
since by sponsoring civil war.) These 
figures have doubtless risen greatly 
in the seven years since the book 
appeared, and similar patterns are 
obvious in other parts of the third 
world. The alliance system and ac- 
companying cold war myths suit U.S. 
purposes very well, judging from the 


Murder in Morocco 


The situation in Moroccan jails is 
horrible. Prisoners are isolated, don’t 
receive mail or newspapers, and can 
receive visitors only in rare circum- 
stances. Sanitary facilities hardly ex- 
ist. Once per month there is five min- 
ute shower. Torture is very common. 

In Morocco, UNEM is an official 
student union but is not tolerated in 
practice. This is because they organ- 
ize rallies, demonstrations and exam 
boycotts. During the riots in 1984 
students were the front ranks. 

The three original hungerstrikers, 
Noureddine Jouhari, Hassan Aharrat 





and Moulay Tahar Douraidi were ar- 
rested during demonstrations in 1984 
against a steep rise in food prices and 
found guilty. A court in Marrakesh 
sentenced them to prison terms of 
eight to twenty years. Aharrat and 
Jouhari are in hospital, tied to their 
beds and forcibly fed under heavy 
sedation. Douraidi gave up his hun- 
ger strike and is back in prison. Three 
other principal hunger strikers, Alami 
Hassan, Boukoura Abdelfattah and 
Benabdessalam Abdelilah are now in 
Avicennes hospital in Rabat having 
come from Laalou prison in Rabat. 








alacrity with which it rejected a Soviet 
proposal to disband NATO and the 
Warsaw Pact. n 

Perhaps Canada joining the OAS 
indictates that our government now 
has a client state relationship with that 
of the USA, similar to the one enjoyed 
by its Latin American counterparts. If 
this is true, and if opposition to Mu- 
lroney’s moves against the workers 
and the indigent ever goes beyond the 
rhetoric stage, is it too far-fetched to 
suggest that Canada may get its very 
own death squads? 

In any case, one thing we can do as 
individuals to protest the govern- 
ment’s increasing subservience to the 
USA is to analyze our buying patterns, 
and curtail as much as possible our 
purchases of U.S. goods and travel in 
the USA. Every time we buy a U.S. 
product, some of the money goes to 
the U.S. government, where some of it 
is used to kiil people. A majority of 
voting Americans now supports U.S. 
policies, and until our neighbours to 
the south learn about civilized behav- 
iour we should isolate them as much 
as possible. 


They are in critical condition and it is 
feared that Abdelfattah will die soon, 
he is diabetic and presently ina coma. 
The other two men suffer loss of 
memory and periods of unconcious- 
ness. A seventh hunger striker, Ch- 
bada Abdelhaq, also from Laalou 
prison, died August 19 on the 64th day 
of his hunger strike. 

On October 12 the Eurpean Parlia- 
ment appealed to Morocco to take 
humanitarian measures. It replied that 
the men are common criminals and 
any foreign campaigning will be seen 
as “unwarranted interference in the 
internal affairs of Morocco.” 

(thanks to NN from Holland) 
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little-heard-of Native land 

A struggle is finally hitting the 

headlines recently as the road 

blockades at Barriere Lake in Quebec 
were re-instituted. 

Clearcutting and the spraying of 
herbicides has severely undermined 
the subsistence base of the Barriere 
Lake people. They have attempted to 
put into place a process to develop & 
implement a conservation strategy for 
the area which would take into ac- 
count the rights and interests of all 
users, and although the federal and 
provincial governments have agreed 
in principle to the concept, nothing has 
been done. Permanent blockades 
were erected on Oct. 11 to prevent 
further logging activity after talks with 
the Québec government broke down. 
About 50% of the area has already 





BARRICADES AT 
BARRIERE LAKE 


been clearcut, and proposed forestry 
management agreements now 
threaten to destroy what is left. 
“The Algonquins of Barrier Lake 
have been trying for years to get the 
federal government and the govern- 
ment of Québec to sit down and de- 
velop a conservation strategy for the 
La Verendrye Wildlife Preserve’, said 
National Chief George Erasmus, “... 
but Québec’s response has been to 
accelerate logging and other re- 
source development in the area, and 
to resort to strongarm tactics.” Eras- 


TEMAGAMI 








mus was referring to the harassment of 
the blockades, including the arrest of 
Chief Jean Maurice Matchewan, who 
was taken in once and then an attempt 
was made to arrest him again upon his 
release. Québec’s record of force 
used against Native communities in 
not good. Incidents have been re- 
corded in the past few months in 
Kahnawake, Kanesatake, and Les 
Escoumins which have drawn protest 
from First Nations across Canada. 
On October 20, representatives of 
other First Nations including Alex 
Christmas of the Union of Nova Scotia 
Indians, Chief Clarence Simon of 
Kanesatake and Chief Bernard Omi- 
nayak of Lubicon Lake came to Barri- 
ere Lake to show their support for the 
struggle of the Algonquin people. 
(Assembly of First Nations) 


Locked In With No Keyes 


On Oct. 19, Ontario halted construc- 
tion of a controversial logging road in 
the Temagami area, until the Ontario 
Supreme Court could rule on Native 
requests that it be stopped. The previ- 
ous week, the Temagami Support 
Society occupied MPP Ken Keyes’ 
office in Kingston. After a year of hold- 
ing seminars in high schools and at 
Queens University, presenting public 
information evenings and picketing 
Premier Peterson during his visit to 
Kingston, the group went a step fur- 
ther in September with its first march 
through downtown Kingston, ending 
up at Keyes’ office with a rally. 

The following week the group did 
the same thing, but instead of staying 
outside the office, members went in 
and made themselves comfortable. At 
closing time they refused to leave, and 
were locked in for the weekend. Come 





Monday,MPP Keys had them all ar- 
rested, but they were replaced im- 
mediately. That night, everyone still 
inside at closing time was arrested. 
Throughout the week, the office was 
occupied by four to twelve people 
during the day, and every evening 
three or four people were arrested. 
Two tents were set up outside the 
office and banners were hung. Pub- 
lic. support for the action was high; 
local restaurants supplied meals, 
and many local residents donated 
time and money. 

After a week anda half the occupa- 
tion ended with another march 
through downtown Kingston. This 
was followed by a public meeting to 
plan a change in focus and tactics. 
What makes this group different from 
other environmental groups on the 
Temagami bandwagon, such as the 





Temagami Wilderness Society, is that 
their number one demand is that the 
Teme-Augama Anishnabe/Bear Island 
Band land claim be settled before any 
further activity takes place there. 
whether it be logging or park making. 
They recognize that Temagami is sto- 
len land, and that what happens there 
is up to its rightful inhabitants, a lesson 
that the likes of the Temagami Wilder- 
ness Society would do well to learn. 

Although the moratorium was to last 
only until the Ontario Supreme Court 
ruling on the Indian Band’s request 
was heard on October 26, the Band’s 
Supreme Court of Canada appeal 
won't be heard until the spring, and the 
appeal could take years before it is 
completed. Without a moratorium on 
logging the resources at stake could 
be depleted. 





ECOMEDIA TORONTO BULLETIN #63, OCTOBER 31 TO NOVEMBER 13, 1989 


Those Magic Numbers 


Disraeli, the 19th century British 
Tory politician, distinguished three 
kinds of falsehood—lies, damned lies 
and statistics. His successors in 
present-day Canada have turned the 
task of making statistics lie into an 
art, nowhere applied more blatantly 
than in their handling of information 
on the results of their free trade deal 
with the USA. 

While the Canadian Labour Con- 
gress has documented the loss of 


trade deal, the Mulroney government 
refuses to release whatever statistics 
it may have gathered about the deal’s 
impact (Toronto Star 21-10-89 pD5.) 
Instead, it cites a Statistics Canada 
report showing 189,000 jobs created 
so far in 1989. Whereas most of the 
lost jobs were well-paid, many of the 
newly created ones (the report 
doesn’t say how many) are so-called 
service industry jobs, such as flipping 





| 


| hamburgers, for which minimum 


wages are paid, or part-time jobs. 


| Moreover, these are fewer new jobs 


than have been created during the 
same portion of previous years. 
Moreover, the government has 
prepared for internal circulation re- 
ports claiming that certain companies 
are successfully operating under free 
trade, when in fact these companies 
have laid off thousands of Canadian 


| workers. It cites certain companies 
57,000 Canadian jobs under the free | 
| ate 4,000 direct and 2,000 spinoff 


which have announced plans to cre- 


jobs, while not mentioning that the 
same companies have announced 
layoffs of 6,400 workers over the 
same period. (Star 20-10-89 pA14.) 

A government with no regard for 
the truth can manipulate statistics to 
paint whatever picture it wishes, but 
anyone following the results of free 


trade is aware that the overall picture 


is very far from rosy. 





IWW Organizer Framed 


In Ohio, IWW prison organizer 
John Perotti has been wrongfully 
convicted of stabbing another pris- 
oner in the Southwest Ohio Correc- 
tional Facility, and his sentence has 
been increased 12-15 years. He 
provided ample evidence that he did 
not stab the other prisoner, and an- 
other prisoner admitted to the crime, 
but officials were determined to con- 
vict him because of his work in ex- 
posing abuse and rights violation in 
the prison, as well as trying to organ- 
ize the prison workers as state em- 
ployees for the IWW. The trial was 


characterized by judicial and prose- | 


cutional misconduct and prejudice. 
An appeal will be launched if the 
required $3000 can be raised in the 
next few weeks. Perotti Defence 
Fund, 1142 Hall Avenue, Lakewood, 
Ohio 44107 USA.(Anarchist Labor Bulletin) 


WERE IN HERE FOR YOU 
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Give us money now. Or else. 
Or else what? Or else we stop 
putting out this rag. Our ex- 
penses are going up steadily as 
our distribution tops the 2500 
mark, which is why we have to 
interrupt your reading pleasure 
to bring this plea for cash. Sub- 
scribe, donate, rob a bank, or 
whatever — just funnel some of 
that funny paper (or loonies) our 
way. Ecomedia’s been provid- 
ing up-to-date news and analy- 
sis on aregular basis for 2 years 
now in the bulletin and 3 years 
on the radio; if you value this 
work then please help us out 
once again. Give us your money 
before Mulroney & co. steal it 
from you. 


ME MLC 


Ecomedia is an international “wire serv- 
ice” which acts as an alernative to the 
regular news services. We focus on 
news and often censored information 
on autonomous and anarchist resis- 
tance and analysis of current events. 

Ecomedia Toronto is alocal cffice in- 
volved in three main projects: a radio 
show every Wednesday on CKLN 
88.1FM between 7 & 8pm as part of 
their “Word of Mouth” program and 
another shorter spot Wednesdays, 9am 
on the same station; also another radio 
spot on CIUT 89.5FM, which starts at 
12:15pm every Friday; and we publish 
the bulletin in your hands. This bulletin 
comes out every two weeks and is 
available free at locations throughout 
the city; subscriptions are $15 for 26 
issues (1 year) which are mailed every 2 
issues to cut costs. Order yours from 
the address on the front. Make cheques 
or M.O.’s payable to Ecomedia. 





